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International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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Paper No./Mail Date . 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Allowable Subject Matter 



Claims 1-6 are allowed. 



The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

Regarding independent claim 1 , the closest prior art of record, US Patent to 
Takizawa, number 5,687,270, teaches an optical module (Figure 10) comprising: a 
holder (26-4) having a photoelectric transfer element package mounting hole for 
mounting therein a photoelectric transfer element package which houses therein a 
photoelectric transfer element (photodetector 10, for carrying out photoelectric transfer 
operations, column 2, lines 43 and 44), and an optical fiber mounting hole for mounting 
therein an optical fiber and a ferrule (not shown in figure, column 6, line 55), the 
photoelectric transfer element package mounting hole being arranged on one side of 
the holder in axial directions thereof, and the optical fiber mounting hole being arranged 
on the other side of the holder in axial directions thereof (see Figure 1 0 for the position 
of the transfer element, and column 6, lines 54 and 55, for the position of the fiber); and 
a lens (66), arranged between the photoelectric transfer element package mounting 
hole and the optical fiber mounting hole in the holder (column 6, lines 51-57), for 
causing the photoelectric transfer element to be optically coupled with the optical fiber 
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(column 6, lines 51-57), wherein the holder and the lens are formed of a resin material 
(42) so as to be integrated with each other.(column 6, lines 60-63). 

However, Takizawa does not teach a light-quantity damping means for damping 
the quantity of light, which is emitted from the photoelectric transfer element, before the 
light enters the optical fiber. Furthermore, Takizawa does not teach that the holder and 
lens are integrated with a light-quantity damping means. 

Still regarding independent claim 1 , the other prior art of record, US Patent to 
Sasaki, number 6,792,181, teaches an optical module (Figure 17) comprising: a holder 
having a photoelectric transfer element package mounting hole for mounting therein a 
photoelectric transfer element package which houses therein a photoelectric transfer 
element (7), and an optical fiber mounting hole for mounting therein an optical fiber (44) 
and a ferrule (43), the photoelectric transfer element package mounting hole being 
arranged on one side of the holder in axial directions thereof, and the optical fiber 
mounting hole being arranged on the other side of the holder in axial directions thereof 
(Figure 17); and a lens (present but unlabeled in Figure 17, element 8 in Figure 12, 15, 
and 16), arranged between the photoelectric transfer element package mounting hole 
and the optical fiber mounting hole in the holder (Figure 17), for causing the 
photoelectric transfer element to be optically coupled with the optical fiber. Sasaki also 
teaches that the optical module comprises a diffraction grating (10). 

However, Sasaki does not teach that the diffraction grating is used as a light- 
quantity damping means, but rather for multiplexing purposes. Furthermore, Sasaki 



Application/Control Number: 10/803,388 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2883 

does not teach that the holder, the lens, and the diffraction grating are formed of a resin 
material so as to be integrated with each other. 

For the above reasons, Takizawa, either alone or in combination with Sasaki, 
does not disclose nor render obvious the claim to an optical module comprising a holder 
(for mounting a photoelectric transfer element and an optical fiber and ferrule), a lens, 
and light-quantity damping means formed of a resin material so as to be integrated with 
each other. 

Claims 2-6 are allowed based on their dependence on allowed base claim 1 . 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jerry Martin Blevins whose telephone number is 
571-272-8581 . The examiner can normally be reached Monday through Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Frank G. Font can be reached at 571-272-2415. The fax number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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